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What does an entry ban mean for you?  
You have been given an entry ban. It says in the decision you received why you have been put under an entry 
ban. In this leaflet, you can find out what an entry ban is and what it means for you.  

1. What is an entry ban and to which countries does it apply? 
2. How long does the entry ban last and when does it end? 
3. What does an alert in the Schengen Information System (SIS) mean?  
4. When will your data be removed from SIS? 
5. What happens if you are in the Netherlands after all? 
6. What can you do if you disagree with the entry ban? 
7. When can you travel to the Netherlands again? 
8. How do you ask for the entry ban to be lifted? 
9. What should you do if you have any questions? 

 What is an entry ban and to which countries does it apply? 
You are not allowed to travel to, or be in, the countries of the European Union (EU), the European Economic Area 
(EEA) and Switzerland for a specific period. Find out what the EU/EEA countries are on www.ind.nl/eueer and 
www.ind.nl/en/eueea. From now on, we will call all these countries EU. The entry ban does not apply to Ireland. 

You will only be put under an entry ban after a return decision. This is a decision which says that you are not 
allowed to be in the Netherlands and must leave the EU. And you must return to the country it says in the return 
decision. Or to another country outside the EU (without Ireland) where you are allowed to stay.   

 How long does the entry ban last and when does it end? 
How long the entry ban lasts depends on your situation. In the decision you received, it says how long the entry 
ban will last for you.  
 
The duration of your entry ban starts on the date you leave the EU. Does the IND know that you have left the 
EU? Then your entry ban ends when the period of the entry ban has ended. In that case, the alert will be 
removed from SIS and you can travel to the Netherlands and other EU countries again. Go to question 3 to find 
out what an alert in SIS means.  
 

 What does an alert in the Schengen Information System (SIS) mean? 
An alert will be entered for your entry ban. An alert for you means that the government enters your name into 
the Schengen Information System (SIS) of the EU. Because of the alert, border patrol and the police of Schengen 
countries can see in SIS that you are under an entry ban. After a check, they can stop you. In that case, you are 
not allowed to enter the country. Find out which countries are Schengen countries on www.ind.nl/schengengebied 
or www.ind.nl/schengenarea.  
 
First alert for return decision 
An alert for the entry ban does not happen immediately. You will first be entered into SIS for the return decision. 
Have you left the EU and does the IND know? Then your alert will change into an alert for the entry ban. You are 
no longer allowed to travel to the EU, nor are you allowed to be there. Find out more about alerts and the return 
decision on www.ind.nl/nl/terugkeerbesluit or www.ind.nl/en/return-decision. 
 
 
 

http://www.ind.nl/eueer
http://www.ind.nl/en/eueea
http://www.ind.nl/schengengebied
http://www.ind.nl/schengenarea
http://www.ind.nl/nl/terugkeerbesluit
http://www.ind.nl/en/return-decision


 

2 
4501 – 2023/2 - Engels 
Immigratie- en Naturalisatiedienst | Wat betekent een inreisverbod voor u?

 
 

 
Right of residence in EU and entry ban by the Netherlands 
Do you already have right of residence in another EU country and has the Dutch government put an entry ban on 
you? Then there will only be an alert on you in SIS if the EU country revokes your right of residence. The 
government can then impose another measure on you. For this purpose, an alert will be entered into the Dutch 
information system Executie & Signalering (E&S). Only the police and Royal Netherlands Marechaussee can 
consult E&S.  
 

 When will your data be removed from SIS? 
• If it is certain that the period of the entry ban has ended.  
• If the IND knows that you have been given right of residence in an EU country after your entry ban. Then, 

the IND will lift your entry ban and remove the alert from SIS. If you pose a risk to public order, the 
government can impose another measure on you. For this purpose, an alert will be entered into the Dutch 
information system (E&S).  

• You have asked for your entry ban to be lifted and this application has been granted. Find out under question 
8 how to ask for the ban to be lifted. Will your entry ban be lifted temporarily? Then your alert will remain in 
SIS. 

 What happens if you are in the Netherlands after all? 
You can be punished for travelling to the Netherlands and being in the Netherlands. You can get a prison 
sentence of up to 6 months or a fine of several thousands of euros. This is laid down in Section 197 of the Penal 
Code and Section 108 of the Aliens Act.  

 What can you do if you disagree with the entry ban? 
This depends on your situation. You can object to the IND or appeal to a court of justice. In the decision, it says 
how you can do this. 

 When can you travel to the Netherlands again? 
• If it is certain that the period of the entry ban has ended.  
• You have asked for your entry ban to be lifted permanently or temporarily and this request has been 

granted. 

 How do you ask for the entry ban to be lifted? 
You can ask for your entry ban to be lifted temporarily or permanently. For example because you have to be in 
the Netherlands before your entry ban has ended. Or because the IND does not know you have left the EU. To do 
this, please use the form Request for lifting of a pronouncement of undesirability or entry ban (9004 or 9504) on 
the website, fill it in and send it to the IND. Or you can send a letter with an explanation to the IND, in which you 
ask for the ban to be lifted. Someone else can also ask for the ban to be lifted for you. You must give this person 
official permission to take action on your behalf. Write this down on paper with your signature. This is called 
authorisation. Enclose the authorisation with the request for the ban to be lifted. 
 
Send the form or letter to:  
IND Titel en Identiteit 
Postbus 10  
9560 AA Ter Apel 

Requirements for lifting entry ban 
The IND can lift the entry ban permanently or temporarily if you meet one of these requirements. 
• It is essential that the ban is lifted in your situation. 
• Only for an entry ban of 2 years or less. 

o You have already been outside the EU for half of the period of the entry ban or longer. 
o You did not commit any serious crimes in the period you were outside the Netherlands. 
o You are currently not being prosecuted for a criminal offence. 
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Documents lifting entry ban 
Enclose this information and these documents with the form or letter. 
• Explanation why it is essential that the entry ban is lifted in your situation. 
• Your full personal data and other names (aliases) you have used before. 
• Copy of all pages of all the passports you have had since your entry ban or of other documents that allow 

you to travel and cross the border. 
• Overview and proof of all countries and places where you have been since your entry ban. This is to show 

that you are outside the EU, EEA, or Switzerland during your application for lifting the ban. 
• Official documents from the government of each country where you have been since your entry ban. They 

must say that you did not commit any serious offences in the country. And that you are currently not being 
prosecuted for a criminal offence. 

• Do you have to be in the Netherlands temporarily? Then also enclose this information.  
o Date of your arrival in the Netherlands and the place where you will enter the Netherlands. 
o Flight numbers of your arrival and return flight. 
o Overview of all places where you will be staying in the Netherlands. And proof that provides certainty of 

your stay and its costs.  
o In case of a criminal case: information about the state of affairs and the proceedings of the criminal 

case. 
• If you give someone else permission to ask for the ban to be lifted for you: authorisation with your 

signature. 
 
Have official documents from abroad legalised and translated into Dutch, English, French or German. Find out 
more about legalisation and translation on www.ind.nl/legalisatie-vertaling or www.ind.nl/legalisation-translation.  
 

 What should you do if you have any questions? 
• Visit our website at www.ind.nl/inreisverbod or www.ind.nl/en/entry-ban. 
• Call the IND information hotline at +31 88 043 04 30. You can reach this number Monday to Friday from 

9:00 to 17:00. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
No rights may be derived from the content of this publication. If the translation leads to differences in 
interpretation, the Dutch version will prevail. The text of this publication may be used with reference to the 
source. 

 

https://ind.nl/nl/legaliseren-en-vertalen-documenten
http://www.ind.nl/legalisatie-vertaling
http://www.ind.nl/legalisation-translation
http://www.ind.nl/inreisverbod
http://www.ind.nl/en/entry-ban
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